ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 19 & 20, 2016
PRAY FOR THESE

Rachel Abke (Toledo); Dave Matthews (St. Luke’s); all those we name in our hearts.  
RESURRECTION PROMISES

We offer our prayers and support to the family of Catherine Belt who passed away this past week.  As Easter people we hold onto the promises of our loving and living Savior!

AT THE FONT

Audrina Kurth, daughter of Tony and Aurora Kurth, will be baptized at the 8:30 a.m. service and Halden Barber, son of Stephanie and Kathryn Barber, will be baptized at the 11:00 a.m. service.  As they become members of God’s family of grace, they also become members of the royal priesthood of Christ through baptism.  God bless them as they grow up in this identity and serve in Jesus’ name.

SPECIAL OFFERING

The special offering for November is FOCUS. Please use your special offering envelope or a pew envelope marked “special offering”.
PCU FOOD PROGRAM/COUPONS FOR WOOD LANE 

Zoar’s item for the month of November is canned veggies. Please place it in the cupboard by the elevator. Also, save for Wood Lane, your coupons and labels from Campbell Soup, Franco-American, Pepperidge Farm, Prego, Swanson, and V8 Juice & Splash. Put the items in the cabinet near the elevator.
PRAYER PARTNERS INVITE YOU TO PRAY

Each week the Prayer Partners invite you to pray with us for a specific concern.  This is Thanksgiving week.  Let’s spend some time this week giving thanks to God.  Thanks for our families, thanks for our church, thanks for God’s continued faithfulness to us, thanks for God’s forgiveness for our many failings, thanks for the gift of God’s own Son – thanks for all of God’s many blessings!  Thanks be to God!

ADVENT WORKSHOP

The Advent Workshop will take place in the FLC on Sunday, November 27, during the Sunday School hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m.  Make an ornament and visit activity stations to celebrate the Advent Season.  There is no cost or RSVP.  A free-will offering will be taken.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  This is not a youth or family-only event.   

MUSIC NOTE FOR WORSHIP

Our Hymn of the Day, O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us (ELW 431), was written by Delores Dufner OSB (b. 1939) and was published in The Glimmer of Glory in Song in 2003. Instead of emphasizing the well-worn triumphalism of the kingly imagery of Christ, this text presents us Jesus as he portrayed himself in Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45, namely as a servant. By way of this text, we remember that we are called to wield power over others not as the world does - by routinely allowing might to take precedence over right. As Delores herself wrote: “Love shows itself in other-centeredness… the fact that we are wealthy and powerful as individuals, and as a nation, places a special responsibility to care for those who are poor and weak”.
SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR REDEEMER

Our Mission Partner congregation, Redeemer Lutheran Church in Toledo, has an on-going Feed Your Neighbor program.  Twice a month, food is distributed to Redeemer’s needy neighbors.  During November, we are asking Zoar members to donate personal hygiene products.  These items include things like toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant, and bath soap.  Please place your donated items in the bin located in the Gathering Space.  If you prefer, use a pew envelope for cash or check donations (made out to Redeemer) or drop off your monetary gift in the church office.  
ZOAR NATIVITY SET UP

On Saturday, Nov. 26, at 9:00 a.m., the Property Committee will be setting up the manger scene.  They would like to invite you to join them.

CHRISTMAS TOY PROJECT

The annual Christmas Toy Project is underway!  A collection box is available in the Gathering Area for deposit of new toys and clothing for children of all ages (infants to age 17).  These toys will be provided to children in northern Wood County whose families have been designated by the Wood County Department of Human Services.  Cash donations are also welcome – PCU workers will use the cash for purchase of toys, games and clothing.  Checks should be made payable to Perrysburg Christians United, marked for “toy project”, and placed in the offering plate.  Thank you for your generosity!
CSI (Christian Seniors Interacting)

We will meet at Abundant Life #2 on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. The schedule for our next meeting on Nov. 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. is: Bible Study with Rev. Dennis Ditto of Grace United Methodist Church, lunch by Foundation Park, Program: “Suzanna White Winslow, Passenger on the Mayflower” with Marti Hogle. There is a $1.00 charge for misc. expenses. For additional information or to make reservations, please call Phyllis Morton at 419-872-0846. The deadline is the Thursday prior to each meeting
HELP WANTED 

Thanksgiving is rapidly approaching.  Zoar is, once again, hosting a Thanksgiving Day dinner at noon for those who would otherwise be alone on the holiday.  If you are able     to help with the set-up, serving, and/or clean-up, please    call the church office (419-874-4346) or Lynn Cooper    (419-874-5375) to volunteer.  
ZOAR BOOK CLUB

The Zoar Book Club will meet on Fri., Dec. 2, at 12:00 noon.  This month we kindly ask each attendee to share a short seasonal story, poem or favorite personal Advent/Christmas event.  Don’t forget your sack lunch!  Looking ahead, our January book will be “Ordinary Grace” by William Kent Kruger.  For more information contact Roger or Pam Shoffner at 419-931-4999.

YOUNG FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY
An “Over the Table, Young Family Christmas Party” is being organized for Sun., Dec. 18, from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  Babysitting, food, and fun will be provided.  If you are interested, a Facebook event has been created in the Zoar Young Married w/Kids Facebook Group or contact Heidi Meyer at 567-277-0269 or heidi.a.meyer54@gmail.com .
FEED OUR FAMILIES (FOF) Spread Christmas Cheer
Feed Our Families is hosting our first annual Christmas distribution Saturday, December 17, 2016.  We have invited 49 families with a total of 135 children, which we serve during our summer distribution.  Each family will be given a bag of groceries, personal items and a gift card for each child.  However, we would also like to give the parents an opportunity to do additional shopping for their children, as well as give the children an opportunity to shop for their parents.  This is where FOF is asking for your help.  We are looking for the following donations:

*new or gently used toys for children of all ages


*handmade scarves


*like new jewelry that could be given from a child to a parent


*any other items that may make nice gifts from a child to a parent

We would like to have these donations no later than Wednesday, December 14, 2016, so that we can organize them for the distribution.  Please place your items in the marked bin in the Gathering Space.  If you have any additional questions, feel free to contact Tracy Rickman at 419-206-7927 or Cynthia Blubaugh at 419-376-1851.
MILESTONE BIRTHDAY – HAPPY 100th 

Eleanor Merrill will be celebrating her 100th birthday on December 2.  If you are able, please send her happy  birthday wishes.  Her address can be found in the 2015 directory or you can call the church office.  
BIBLE STUDY READINGS for NOV. 23 @ 8:00 a.m.

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, November 20
 7:15 a.m. Worship

 8:30 a.m. Worship

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School-All ages

11:00 a.m. Worship
  1:00 p.m. Bowling – Rossford Lanes

  4:30 p.m. Rainbow Choir

  5:00 p.m. Jr. High & High School Youth Group – Top Floor
  5:30 p.m. Cantorei Jr. Choir
Monday, November 21
  6:00 p.m. Flute Choir – M2

Tuesday, November 22
Wednesday, November 23
  8:00 a.m. Bible Study – FLC
  1:30 p.m. Abundant Life I   
  3:30 p.m. Waterford at Levis  
7:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Thursday, November 24
12:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Meal – FLC
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Friday, November 25
  Building Closed
Saturday, November 26
  9:00 a.m. Nativity Scene Set up
  9:00 a.m. Altar Guild 
 6:00 p.m. Worship  
Sunday, November 27
 7:15 a.m. Worship

 8:30 a.m. Worship

 9:45 a.m. Advent Workshop - FLC
11:00 a.m. Worship
  4:30 p.m. Rainbow Choir

  5:30 p.m. Cantorei Jr. Choir
