ANNOUNCEMENTS APRIL 15 & 16, 2017
PRAY FOR THESE

Nancy Tamlyn (Kingston Rehab); All those we name in our hearts.  
AT THE ALTAR

Emily Curtis and Dustin Brown were married on Saturday, April 8, at Zoar.  Congratulations from your Zoar family.

SPECIAL OFFERING

The special offering for April is Perrysburg Christians United (PCU). Please use your special offering envelope or a pew envelope marked “special offering”.
FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES
First Communion for current 4th graders or 5th graders, who have not yet received First Communion, will be held during the Sunday School hour throughout April. To register your child or grandchild for classes, please email Madeline at mthomas@zoarlutheran.com or by calling 419-270-6233.
PCU FOOD PROGRAM/COUPONS FOR WOOD LANE 

Zoar’s item for the month of April is pasta. Please place it in the cupboard by the elevator. Also, save for Wood Lane, your coupons and labels from Campbell Soup, Franco-American, Pepperidge Farm, Prego, Swanson, and V8 Juice & Splash. Put the items in the cabinet near the elevator.
NEW MEMBER CLASSES
If you, a friend, or loved one has considered making Zoar your church home, then here is some good news!  Please join Pastor Mike on May 21, 28, June 4, & 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conf. Room.   
GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY
5th-12th grade youth are invited to participate in a neighborhood food drive to benefit PCU on Saturday, April 22. Meet at Grace Church at noon for pizza, then collect food door-to-door with parent drivers until 2:00 pm. Let Madeline know by April 20th if you plan to participate. 

BIBLE STUDY READINGS for April 19 @ 8:00 a.m.

Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

PRAYER PARTNERS INVITE YOU TO PRAY

Each week the Prayer Partners invite you to pray with us for a specific concern.  As we celebrate Easter, we freely rejoice in God’s love and God’s amazing gifts to us.  At the same time, we remember the church bombings in Egypt.  Pray this week for all Christians who cannot worship freely for fear of violence.  Pray that in the midst of their fear, they will still know God’s love and comfort.  Pray for their safety as they strive to remain faithful.

CSI (Christian Seniors Interacting)

We will meet at Abundant Life #2 on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. The schedule for our next meeting on April 25, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. is:  Bible Study with Pastor William Hutflies, lunch by Heritage Village, Program: Amanda Thompson of HOOVES. There is a $1.00 charge for misc. expenses. For additional information or to make reservations, please call Phyllis Morton at 419-872-0846. The deadline is the Thursday prior to each meeting.
SOLOMON’S PORCH 

The next meeting of the Solomon’s Porch discussion group will be Monday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m., at Panera’s.  We will continue our discussion of the meaning of the 10 Commandments in our world today.  We will be discussing Commandments 7 and 8, thou shalt not steal and thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.  What does this mean in 2017?  Come and join us for a lively discussion!
YOUTH NIGHT AT FORT MEIGS YMCA

Maumee and Perrysburg churches are hosting Collide, a youth night at the Fort Meigs YMCA on Saturday, April 22, from 7-9:00 p.m. Free admission and pizza for any 6th-12th grade youth.  Games, fellowship, and community fun!  Let Madeline know by April 20th if you plan to attend. Adult volunteers are needed as well.

ZOAR MEMORIAL GARDEN

A Task Force has been formed to explore the possibility of a Memorial Garden on Zoar property. As the number of cremations rise, more churches are considering the installation of a Memorial Garden as a resting place for the remains of its members who are interested in this type of burial.

The Task Force has studied several options and visited Memorial Gardens in the area. On March 19 an informational meeting and discussion was held during the Sunday School hour with the intention of sharing information and listening to opinions during this exploratory phase.

A second opportunity for discussion, questions or concerns will be held Tuesday, April 25, at 7:00 pm in the lower level L1-2. Participants will be encouraged to freely discuss their thoughts to help the Task Force in this feasibility study. The Task Force would like to emphasize that this is a feasibility study and not a proposal. Those interested are invited to attend this meeting for an open discussion on this matter. If you cannot attend, have concerns, or would like more information, contact Pastor Tim or email Joanne Sudman at jmsudman@sbcglobal.net

ZOAR MEN’S GOLF

Nicer weather is here!  It’s time to clean your golf clubs up and get out to the driving range.  It is also time to think about joining the Zoar men’s golf group.  We will be meeting every Thursday morning starting on April 27.  We meet in the Zoar parking lot; the time and course will be printed in the church bulletin each week.  We play a different course each week and make up foursomes before we leave for the course.  If you have a group that enjoys playing together, that’s okay, too.  All levels of play are welcome.  You don’t have to be there every week.  The season will end the first week of October with a golf outing and dinner.  Please consider asking a friend or neighbor to join us for fun and fellowship.  If you have any questions, please contact Tom St. Meyers at 419-874-7764 or Bob Palmer at 419-874-1363.

PCU BLOOD DRIVE

Perrysburg Christians United (PCU) will sponsor a blood drive at Zoar on Friday, May 19, from noon to 5:45 p.m. for appointments and until 6:00 p.m. for walk-ins.  Please call     1-800-733-2767 or visit:  redcrossblodd.org to schedule an appointment.

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS!

This year Vacation Bible School will be July 10-14, from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Online registration opens May 1st for all 3 year olds through 4th grade. We will need lots of volunteers to make VBS a success! Want to share your gifts as part of this community outreach? Let Madeline know as soon as possible!

PORTAGE VALLEY FEDERATION OF LUTHERAN MEN

All men and Pastors of the congregation are invited to the spring meeting on Tuesday, April 18.  Fellowship begins at 6:30 p.m. with worship and meeting at 7:15 p.m.  It will be held at St. John Lutheran Church in Rocky Ridge, OH.  Guest speaker is Doug Ebert:  Portrayal of General/President Grant.  

Come join us!  “We’ve a Mission, We’ve a Message”.

ST. PAUL’S SOUP KITCHEN

Zoar provides a lunch for the attendees of the Soup Kitchen on the 5th Saturday of the month.  Our next Saturday to serve is April 29.  Our menu includes sloppy joes, salad, chocolate chip cookies, fruit and milk.  Please call Dee Kern at 419-874-2391 or Tracy Rickman at 419-913-1153 with your preferred choice of donation.  Anyone interested in volunteering on that Saturday, please contact Dee.  This is the only way we know if we are short and need to fill in.  Thank you for your help with this ministry.
MARTIN LUTHER – THE IDEA THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

Don’t miss this special one-time screening of the new Martin Luther film sponsored by Reformation Lutheran at Rave Franklin Park 16 on Tuesday, May 2, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.  Tickets must be purchased in advance by April 24.  For more information, pick up a flyer in the Gathering Area or visit:  http://reformationlutherantoledo.org  

HOST FAMILIES STILL NEEDED!

Our next Music with a Mission Concert will be on Monday, May 15.  We are still looking for several families to help us host the members of the touring guest ensemble, the Choir of Concordia College, NY. By hosting a minimum of two college-age students for only one evening, you can be part of Zoar’s great tradition of hospitality. We look forward to hearing from you. Please contact the church office (419-874-4346) at your earliest convenience. Thanks!
ZOAR YOUTH STOCK SALE
We will continue to sell stock in support of the Sky Ranch trip throughout April. If you would like to purchase stock, fill an envelope off of the board in the Gathering Area and leave it in the basket at the Welcome Center. Service requests in exchange for donations are welcome and encouraged! Our youth are excited to serve you! Please include name, address, and phone number on returned envelopes. Thanks for your support!
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Zoar's Disciples of Christ will begin Tuesday, April 25, at the home of Paul Smithers. The gathering time is 6:15 p.m., with a picnic style meal provided. More details in the next "Blast" and Sunday bulletin.

Weekly Calendar       
Sunday, April 16
 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Worship at Ft. Meigs Cemetery

 7:00 a.m. Worship

 9:00 a.m. Worship

11:00 a.m. Worship

Monday, April 17 - Office Closed
7:00 p.m. Solomon’s Porch – Panera’s
Tuesday, April 18
6:30 p.m. Portage Valley Federation – St. John, Rocky Ridge, OH

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting – L1     
Wednesday, April 19
 7:15 a.m. Breakfast

 8:00 a.m. Bible Study – FLC
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting – Conf. Room

12:30 p.m. Quilters - FLC

 1:30 p.m. Abundant Life II              
 2:30 p.m. Heartland
 3:00 p.m. Recorders
 6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

 7:00 p.m. Lighthouse Keepers – Conf. Room
 Thursday, April 20
 9:15 a.m. Naomi Circle – Conf. Room     
 1:00 p.m. Men’s Bridge

 6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts #10832

 Friday, April 21
Saturday, April 22
11:30 a.m. Global Youth Service Day
 6:00 p.m. Worship
 7:00-9:00 p.m. Youth Group @ Ft. Meigs YMCA

Sunday, April 23
 7:15 a.m. Worship

 8:30 a.m. Worship

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School – all ages

 9:45 a.m. First Communion Class – L4
 9:45 a.m. The Gathering – FLC

 9:45 a.m. New Nanas Group – Conf. Room

11:00 a.m. Worship

  5:00 p.m. Jr. High & High School Movie Night

  6:00 p.m. Bowling Banquet - FLC

FINANCIAL REPORT
	
	February 28, 2017 – Zoar Financial Summary

	
	MTD
	 
	 
	YTD
	 

	
	Actual
	Budget
	 
	Actual
	Budget

	Total Receipts
	$57,690
	$132,990
	 
	$130,220
	$72,629

	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	        Staff
	$46,826
	$47,746
	 
	$94,247
	$96,122

	         Mission Support
	$11,215
	$9,417
	 
	$21,069
	$18,833

	         Administration
	$4,999
	$10,432
	 
	$9,677
	$14,136

	         Property
	  $7,079
	    $8,760
	 
	16,825
	   $15,759

	         Church Committee's
	$3,391
	$3,432
	 
	$6,099
	$6,883

	Total Disbursements
	$73,510
	$79,787
	 
	$147,916
	$151,734

	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	Excess / (Deficit)
	-$15,820
	$53,204
	 
	-$17,696
	-$79,104


NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY COMING!

Holy Toledo is preparing an updated directory of Zoar parishioners.  Stop at the table in the Gathering area from now through Sunday, April 23, to check and update your information.  Please put your initials next to your name to note that you have reviewed your info.  If you don’t see your name, please add the info somewhere on the last page or contact the office.  For any questions, please contact the office at 419-874-4346.  

If you have any updates please contact the office to verify your information.
FEED THE 5000!

Each year, from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, Perrysburg Christians United (PCU) encourages the Perrysburg churches and the community to contribute meat and fish products for the PCU food pantry.  Zoar will be collecting canned fish, salmon, chicken, ham, beef, stews, and Spam types of meat.  PCU’s goal is to collect 2000 pounds of meat products.  Thank you for helping PCU to meet this goal!
THE GATHERING

The Gathering is Zoar's newest program, designed to help people develop more and better friendships within the church.  In a church as large as we have, it is far too easy to walk in and walk out of worship without talking to anyone in a meaningful way. The Gathering promises to help people build friendships, learn something about the Bible, laugh, and wanting to come back. While The Gathering is perfect for parents with kids in Sunday School, all ages will find it a welcome experience. Grab a cup of joe, a treat, and just walk through the double doors into the Family Life Center. There are plenty of round tables and chairs.  (For children too young for Sunday School, the nursery is open and staffed.)
NEW NANAS  
With all the new babies born at Zoar the past two years, we also have a lot of new grandmothers.  If you are interested in joining a NEW NANA group to discuss grand-parenting issues in the modern age, this is the group for you! It will be a time to share practical topics such as ways to stay connected with tech-savvy grandkids, apps for age-appropriate activities, books, songs, recipes for nursing moms and teething infants. Perhaps we’ll find a day to fix a church-cooked meal and deliver to our new Zoar moms, make a 1st Birthday Time Capsule, or listen to a podcast from other interesting grandmas around the globe. What are the biggest challenges we face as grandmothers? What do we want to preserve for our grandchildren? There’s much to learn and share, and of course, we’ll do a lot of praying!  If you’d like to polish or grow your “grandma act”, please come to our first meeting Sunday, April 23, at 9:45 a.m. in the Conference Room.  We’ll meet monthly, unless inspired to add other activities.  Contact kphilabaum@gmail.com for more information. 
NEW NANAS  
If you are interested in joining a NEW NANA group to discuss grand-parenting issues in the modern age, this is the group for you! If you’d like to polish or grow your “grandma act”, please come to our first meeting Sunday, April 23, at 9:45 a.m. in the Conference Room.  We’ll meet monthly, unless inspired to add other activities.  Contact kphilabaum@gmail.com for more information. 
