ANNOUNCEMENTS SEPTEMBER 3 & 4, 2016
PRAY FOR THESE

Caroline Zimmerman, Cathy Belt (St. Luke’s); Dick Fought (Wolf Creek); June Schober (home); all those we name in our hearts. 
SPECIAL OFFERING

The special offering for September is Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Please use your special offering envelope or a pew envelope marked “special offering”.
PCU FOOD PROGRAM/COUPONS FOR WOOD LANE 
Zoar’s item for the month of September is soup. Please place it in the cupboard by the elevator. Also, save for Wood Lane, your coupons and labels from Campbell Soup, Franco-American, Pepperidge Farm, Prego, Swanson, and V8 Juice & Splash. Put the items in the cabinet near the elevator. 
PASTOR TIM AWAY

Pastor Tim is in Columbus this weekend, presiding over the wedding of Trent Sahin and Karen Cook, daughter of Doug and Shar Cook.

PRAYER PARTNERS INVITE YOU TO PRAY

Each week the Prayer Partners invite you to pray with us for a specific concern.   Opiate addiction has become wide-spread and is difficult to overcome.  Please pray for all who suffer from addictions.  Pray that they will get the support, and counseling that they need.  Pray that they will have the strength and courage to overcome their addiction.  Pray for their families as they are affected as well.
ALTAR GUILD

The signup sheet for October through December 2016 is posted in the Sacristy.  Please sign up by Sunday, September 18, 2016.  Please remember to check your email later that week for the completed schedule.  If you have questions, call Nadine Johnson at 419-874-6481.

THE MUSIC NOTE IS BACK FROM ITS SUMMER VACATION
The Music Note is one of the many ways in which we continue to minister and enrich Zoar’s worship experience.  Music Notes provide historical background and theological reflection on a particular element of our worship.  The Hymn of the Day and its relationship to the Gospel tend to be our usual focus, since it is the People’s embodiment of the Word in the great task of proclamation.  Welcome back, Music Note!
NOTE FOR WORSHIP
Perhaps it is not difficult, in this day and age, to imagine a young person -- say of nineteen years of age -- writing a collection of poems under the dark title Visions of Death, and Other Poems.  But to encounter the text of today’s Hymn of the Day, Take up your Cross the Savior Said (ELW 667), as the poetic offering of the precocious Charles W. Everest (1814-1877) back in 1833, should give us a bit of pause.  At nineteen, Charles was already a fully functional adult.  We should keep in mind this poem was formed at the crux where antebellum American piety met nineteenth century rates of mortality.  Children were considered little adults, and there was no understanding of adolescence as such.  This is partly the result of a sad reality:  the average life-span of a human being was about forty years old.  We can see how this is reflected in the poem’s unapologetic hortatory and urgent quality. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School classes for Preschool through 12th grade will begin next Sunday, Sept. 11, from 9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  Preschool-4th graders are invited to the opening in the lower level, while parents complete registration.  This year’s curriculum is Spark Lectionary, which will feature grade-level classes and hands on activities taught by an amazing team!  Each family registered will receive a Spark Story Bible.

5th-12th graders will meet with their own amazing teachers in the top floor classrooms.  We look forward to a year of learning and growing as we dig deeper into God’s word!

ZOAR MEN’S GOLF
Join us at Sycamore Hills Golf Course in Fremont, OH, on Thursday, Sept.8th. We will leave Zoar at 8:00 a.m. with a T-time of 9:00 a.m. Cost is $22 with cart.  Bring a friend or neighbor and join us for fun and fellowship. If you have questions, please contact Dick Goeke at 419-699-3310. 
ZOAR BOOK CLUB
On Friday, September 9, at 12:00 noon our book club will begin our fall schedule in Room L1 lower level. We have postponed our first meeting because of Labor Day Weekend. Please come prepared to share your favorite read of the summer and other highlights, and choose future book selections. Please invite a friend who enjoys reading to attend.

ZOAR MEN DISCIPLES OF CHRIST BIBLE STUDY
For all men interested in becoming a disciple of Christ, we will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 13, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. and end Nov. 15. As a group we will pick a book of interest to read and discuss. For more information, contact Chris Nickel at cnickel@sbcglobal.net or 419-874-8116 or Paul Smithers at pcsnas@aol.com or 419-265-0203.

RAINBOW CHOIR

We will start September 18, from 4:30-5:30 p.m.  Ages 5-8 yrs. old.  All are welcome.  If you have questions, call Pat Siebold  at 419-206-6662.
LWR WORKSHOP

We will have another workshop on Sept. 19, from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center. Please plan to join us.

LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS

We are a support group for those who have a loved one with mental illness.  Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 
Sept. 21, at 7:00 p.m.  If you have questions, contact Ilze Hammersley at 419-874-7201.

NEW MEMBER CLASS

If you, a friend, or loved one has considered making Zoar your church home, then here is some good news!  Please join Pastor Mike on Sept. 18 & 25 at 9:45 a.m. in the Conference Room.
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

On Sunday, September 18th during the 11:00 a.m. worship, all students, teachers, and school staff are invited to join us for a special blessing of the school year.
YARNS OF LOVE
Our Yarns of Love group has received money from Thrivent Action Team, to make fleece tied blankets for St. Luke’s Cancer Center. We will meet Oct. 8 at 9:00 a.m. in the FLC. We are looking for donations of fleece, any color or print, and must be 2 yards in length. We welcome all ladies to come join in the fun and fellowship together. Please bring your scissors and a bag lunch. Drinks and desserts will be provided. Please help this very meaningful project.

CSI (Christian Seniors Interacting)

We will meet at Abundant Life #2 on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The schedule for our next meeting on September 13th is: Hymn-A-Long, lunch by Browning Masonic Community, program-Fall Style Show by Changing Seasons. There is a $1.00 charge for miscellaneous expenses. For additional information or for making reservations, please call Phyllis Morton at 419-872-0846. The deadline is the Thursday prior to each meeting.

ITEMS NEEDED FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

We are still in need of the following:

Large bars of soap, antibacterial or mild soap like Ivory.

School supplies which are on sale: 70 ct. 8”X 10” lined notebooks, pencil sharpeners, 2 ½” erasers, blunt tip scissors, and 12” rulers with metric measurements. If you go to garage sales, we can use clean, like new, baby items: Baby undershirts (plain), plain baby gowns or sleepers without feet, receiving blankets, and diapers.
ZOAR FOUNDATION GRANT REQUESTS DUE SEPT. 30

In June, 2016 the Zoar Foundation approved $24,925.90 in grants requests. $51,527.10 is available for the remainder of 2016. Requests are due by September 30. Funds support projects that will expand or enhance the ministries that our congregation offers to its members, its community and the wider work of the church. Guidelines, application forms and instructions for submitting proposals are available on the Zoar website or in the church office. To see a list of grants awarded over the past five years, visit our page on the Zoar website. Members of the Foundation Board are available to answer any questions.
KITCHEN OF HOPE CELEBRATES!!

Our next meal will be Friday, Sept. 30, at noon in the Family Life Center. There is no charge for this event, just come and enjoy. It will be a special meal because it is our ANNUAL BIRTHDAY PARTY. Generally we do not require reservations, but because it has always been a favorite, we ask for reservations, by calling either the church office at 419-874-4346 or Connie at 419-874-5259. Hope to see you there.
FINANCIAL REPORT

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, September 4
 7:15 a.m. Worship

 8:30 a.m. Worship

 9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School-L1

11:00 a.m. Worship

Monday, September 5
Building Closed for Labor Day Holiday
Tuesday, September 6
 9:00 a.m. Quilters – FLC
 9:00 a.m. Reformation Comm. – Conf. Rm.

 6:30 p.m. Global Mission – L4

 7:00 p.m. Property Comm. – L3

 7:00 p.m. LLL Meeting – Conf. Rm.

Wednesday, September 7
 6:30 a.m. Breakfast Bible Study – Conf. Rm.

10:00 a.m. Kitchen of Hope meeting-L1

11:00 a.m. Staff Mtg.-Conf. Rm.
 1:30 p.m. Abundant Life II

 2:30 p.m. Heartland

 6:00 p.m. Confirmation – FLC (Parents Only)

 7:00 p.m. Social Ministry – Conf. Rm.
 7:30 p.m. YAYA – L1   
Thursday, September 8
  8:00 a.m. Men’s Golf Depart
12:30 p.m. Men’s Bridge

  7:30 p.m. Sunday School Teachers Mtg-FLC
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir- Sanctuary   

Friday, September 9
12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Blood Drive – FLC
12:00 p.m. – Zoar Book Club – L1

Saturday, September 10
10:00 a.m. Prayer Partners – Conf. Rm.
10:00 a.m. Yarns of Love – L1

  6:00 p.m. Worship  
Sunday, September 11
RALLY SUNDAY – FLAT OUT

 7:15 a.m. Worship

 8:30 a.m. Worship

 9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School-L1

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School-3 yrs. old-12th grade

11:00 a.m. Worship
 11:30 a.m. Flat Out BBQ

  1:00 p.m. Bowling at Rossford Lanes

  5:00 p.m. Senior High Youth Group – Top floor
