
 
 

ZOAR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“AmaZed by God, Energized by Jesus, 

a Grateful Zoar Gathers, Grows and Gives” 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Saturday, April 20, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 21, 2024 @ 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

WELCOME GUESTS! 
Welcome to Zoar Lutheran Church!  We are delighted and honored that you have chosen 

to  worship with us today.  Zoar is a church called to proclaim the Risen Christ through 

Word and Sacrament.  We pray that you have a meaningful worship experience, and we 

look forward to seeing you again.  You are invited to become a part of the ministry that is 

Zoar.  Please sign the welcome pad so we may acknowledge your visit. 
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(Congregation please rise as you are able when indicated by the “*”) 
 

Prelude                               
 

Welcome and Prayer  
 

*Gathering Hymn              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!                    ELW #385 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

People: Amen. 
 

Leader: Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Leader:       Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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Leader: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with 

                    the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates  

of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Leader: Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Apostolic Greeting 

Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:      And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 

us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
 

Children’s Message (11:00 am) Following the children’s message, all 3 year old - 4th graders 

are welcome to go downstairs for JAM time with Miss Corryn. 
 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 

they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 

people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 

was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.” 

Leader:  Word of God, Word of Life.                                            People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23  (6 pm) 
The psalm will be read responsively. 
 

 1The LORD | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
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Psalm 23 (8:30 am and 11 am) 
The psalm will be sung responsively . The congregation sings the refrain, and the choir/cantor 

sings the verses.  
 

Refrain 

 
Vs 1 (choir/cantor) 

God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 

I rest in the meadows, of faithfulness and love, 

I walk by the quiet waters of peace. (refrain) 
 

Vs 2 (choir/cantor) 

Gently you raise me, and heal my weary soul, 

You lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 

My spirit shall sing the music of your name. (refrain) 
 

Vs 3 (choir/cantor) 

Though I should wander the valley of death, 

I fear no evil, for you are by my side, 

Your rod and your staff my comfort and my hope. (refrain) 
 

Vs 4 (choir/cantor) 

You have set me a banquet of love, 

In the face of hatred, 

Crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold. (refrain) 
 

Vs 5 (choir/cantor) 

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me , 

all the days of my life, 

I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. (refrain) 
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Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s 

goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 

our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 

whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide 

in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 

has given us. 

Leader:   The Word of the Lord.                                           People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation                                   Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel: John 10:11-18 

People:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong 

to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take 

it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay 

it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

Leader:   The Gospel of Our Lord                                    People:      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Melanie Forrey 
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*Hymn of the Day                        The Lord’s My Shepherd                                      ELW #778 
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The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 

Leader: God of Grace.  
 

People: Hear our Prayer.   
 

Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

 

Please greet one another with words of peace. 
 

Congregation may be seated.  
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Announcements 
 

Offering           Bell Choir: “Jesus Shall Reign” arr. Sandra Eithun 
 

Tithes and offerings are collected at this time. 

 

Please sign and pass the pew pads during the offering and indicate whether you are receiving communion 

today. Please fill out the pew pads with your name along with all who are present with you today. For those 

who are visiting, please include your children's names and ages. 
 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Leader:  It is our duty and delight….  we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal… 

…Together as the body of Christ, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

the first-born of your new creation. 

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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           Congregation may be seated. 

Sharing of Communion 
Please follow the guidance of the ushers, who will direct worshippers beginning with the back 

rows.  All who believe in the true presence of Christ in the bread and wine are welcome to share 

communion. In addition to red wine there is also a non-alcohol white grape juice available.  

Non-communing children may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s 

table. 
  

Music During Communion   

                                                                                     
 

                                                         The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW #502
                          

*Post Communion Blessing 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Leader:       Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

People:      Amen. 
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Blessing 

Leader:      Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People:     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader:      The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

People:     Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn                           God Be With You Till We Meet Again                       ELW #536 

 
 

Dismissal 

Leader:       Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.   

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude    
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 Scan the QR Link with your phone camera to go directly to the Google RSVP form.  
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COPYRIGHT INFORMATION:  The ELW Worship Liturgy is reprinted from the 2006 Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, copyright 2006, used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 

#2103-L.  Readings have been reprinted from Sundays and Seasons license #SAS000582.  At least 

one piece of music printed in the bulletin falls under the copyright permission arrangements granted 

by the following license holders: One License.net (license number A-724484), Licensing online 

(license number 625050). 
 

*Please note: Zoar Lutheran Church livestreams and records the Sunday 11:00 am worship service. By entering and by 

your presence in our sanctuary, you grant your permission for your likeness and voice to be included in our broadcasts 

and recordings without additional consideration. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

 

314 East Indiana Avenue, Perrysburg, OH  43551 

419-874-4346 

Website:  www.zoarlutheran.com 

Email for information:  info@zoarlutheran.com  

The People of Zoar 

Paul Reichert 

Melanie Forrey 

Tracy Jahns 

Jacob Henry 

Corryn Short 

Nicole Downey 

Jodi Calkins 

Paul Cannon 

 

Ministers  

Senior Pastor  

Associate Pastor 

Director of Church Operations 

Director of Music 

Youth Director 

Communications 

Secretary 

Custodian 
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