
 
 

ZOAR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“AmaZed by God, Energized by Jesus, 

a Grateful Zoar Gathers, Grows and Gives” 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Saturday, May 4, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 5, 2024 @ 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

WELCOME GUESTS! 
Welcome to Zoar Lutheran Church!  We are delighted and honored that you have chosen 

to  worship with us today.  Zoar is a church called to proclaim the Risen Christ through 

Word and Sacrament.  We pray that you have a meaningful worship experience, and we 

look forward to seeing you again.  You are invited to become a part of the ministry that is 

Zoar.  Please sign the welcome pad so we may acknowledge your visit. 
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(Congregation please rise as you are able when indicated by the “*”) 

Introduction 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 

called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 

too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 

love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

Prelude                               
 

Welcome and Prayer  
 

*Gathering Hymn                         Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                             ELW #836 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

People: Amen. 
 

Leader: Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Leader:       Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with 

                    the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates  

of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Leader: Look, here is water! 

People: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Apostolic Greeting 

Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:      And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 

exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Congregation may be seated. 



5 

 

Children’s Message (11:00 am) Following the children’s message, all 3 year old - 4th graders 

are welcome to go downstairs for JAM time. 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Leader:  Word of God, Word of Life.                                            People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98   

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 

 5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 
 

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 

God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 

conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 

conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

Leader:   Word of God, Word of Life                                           People:   Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation                                   Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

People:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

Leader:   The Gospel of Our Lord                                    People:      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Congregation may be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Melanie Forrey 
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*Hymn of the Day                        Come Down, O Love Divine                                  ELW #804 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 

Presentation 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 

I present Samuel, Jace, Chase, Kalleigh, and Aiden who desire to make public affirmation 

of their baptism.. 
 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, 

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 

You have called them to yourself,  

enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 

and nourished them in the community of faith. 

Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,  

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 

We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

 

Affirmation 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 

God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word  

 and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,  

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and continue praying 

for them in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
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Laying on of Hands – families come forward when their child’s name is called and 

return to their seats after their child is blessed. 
Confirmands turn to face the congregation. 
 

Samuel Danford   

Ephesians 6:11  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes. 
 

Jace Drummond  

1 Timothy 4:12  Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 

example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity. 
 

Chase Lenin   

2 Corinthians 12:9  My grace is all you need, for my power is the greatest when you are 

weak.  
 

Kalleigh Rossbach  

Psalm 139:16  You saw me before I was born, every day of my life was recorded in your 

book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. 
 

Aiden Scasny   

Matthew 4:19  Come, follow me, Jesus said, and I will make you fish for people. 
 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

Confirmation Creed (written by 2024 confirmation class) 

I believe in God, our protector and trusted heavenly parent, who created everyone and 

everything.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the forgiver of all sins, the anointed one. 

Who was born and raised a human while still fully divine.  

Who suffered and died for us. 

Who conquered death and returned to heaven as God.  

Who will come again to make us whole. 
 

I believe in the holy spirit, the dove that gathers us together, connects us with all people, 

bestows limitless mercy, makes us whole beyond death, to infinity and beyond. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

Leader: God of Grace.  
 

People: Hear our Prayer.   
 

Passing of the Peace 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

 

Please greet one another with words of peace. 
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Congregation may be seated.  

Announcements 
 

Offering     
Tithes and offerings are collected at this time. 

Please sign and pass the pew pads during the offering and indicate whether you are receiving communion 

today. Please fill out the pew pads with your name along with all who are present with you today. For those 

who are visiting, please include your children's names and ages. 

*Offertory Prayer 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Leader:  It is our duty and delight….  we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal… 

…Together as the body of Christ, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

the first-born of your new creation. 

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 

send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Holy and benevolent God, 

receive our praise and petitions, 

as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 

and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 

through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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           Congregation may be seated. 

Sharing of Communion 
Please follow the guidance of the ushers, who will direct worshippers beginning with the back 

rows.  All who believe in the true presence of Christ in the bread and wine are welcome to share 

communion. In addition to red wine there is also a non-alcohol white grape juice available.  

Non-communing children may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s 

table. 
  

Music During Communion   

                                                                                     
 

                                                              Thy Holy Wings ELW #613
                          

*Post Communion Blessing 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Leader:       Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

People:      Amen. 
 

 

 

 



13 

Blessing 

Leader:      Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People:     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader:      The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

People:     Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn                                We Know that Christ Is Raised                            ELW #449 

 
 

 

 

Dismissal 

Leader:       Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.   

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude    
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COPYRIGHT INFORMATION:  The ELW Worship Liturgy is reprinted from the 2006 Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, copyright 2006, used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license 

#2103-L.  Readings have been reprinted from Sundays and Seasons license #SAS000582.  At least 

one piece of music printed in the bulletin falls under the copyright permission arrangements granted 

by the following license holders: One License.net (license number A-724484), Licensing online 

(license number 625050). 
 

*Please note: Zoar Lutheran Church livestreams and records the Sunday 11:00 am worship service. By entering and by 

your presence in our sanctuary, you grant your permission for your likeness and voice to be included in our broadcasts 

and recordings without additional consideration. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

 

314 East Indiana Avenue, Perrysburg, OH  43551 

419-874-4346 

Website:  www.zoarlutheran.com 

Email for information:  info@zoarlutheran.com  
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